
Children learn better—and faster—when teachers have a clear picture of what each 
student knows and is ready to learn next. That’s why a group of educators and 
researchers founded NWEA®, a not-for-profit organization that has created some 
of the most trusted and reliable assessment solutions available. More than 11 million 
students in the US and in 140 countries worldwide use MAP® Growth™. 

A family guide to MAP Growth

How it works

MAP Growth is a computer-adaptive test. If your child answers a question correctly, 
the next question is more challenging. If they answer incorrectly, the next one is 
easier. This type of assessment challenges top performers without overwhelming 
students whose skills are below grade level.



“MAP Growth is important because 
it allows my teacher and me to see 
how much I know and my percentile 
growth. In math, my score used to 
be 227 (70th percentile), but it is 
now 240 (87th percentile). I didn’t 
know I was capable of so much 
growth, but in the end I was.”

Kayla, 6th grade
Santa Ana, CA

NWEA is a not-for-profit organization that supports students and educators worldwide by providing assessment solutions, insightful reports, 
professional learning offerings, and research services. Visit NWEA.org to find out how NWEA can partner with you to help all kids learn.
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For tips on getting ready for MAP Growth testing, check out our blog: 
nwea.org/blog/category/supporting-families

Find more family resources at nwea.org/familytoolkit

Your child’s RIT score

RIT scores have the same meaning across grade levels. 
If a fourth-grade student and an eighth-grade student 
have the same RIT score in reading, then they are testing 
at the same level in that subject. This stable scale allows 
teachers to accurately measure each student’s academic 
growth throughout the school year and over time. 

You can use your child’s RIT score to help them meet 
their goals. For example, students can enter their RIT 
scores into our college explorer tool to see which 
colleges and universities they’re on track to enter. You 
can also check out online resources that use RIT scores 
to provide students with book recommendations and 
web-based exercises, such as YourReadingPath.com and 
KhanAcademy.org.  

COMMON QUESTIONS

How do schools and 

https://www.nwea.org/blog/category/supporting-families/
https://www.nwea.org/familytoolkit/
http://yourreadingpath.com
http://khanacademy.org
https://warmup.nwea.org/

